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Survey Level Status Sheet 
 

IF THE STUDENT MAKES THIS ERROR: THEN THIS IS THE PROBLEM: DOES THE STUDENT HAVE THE 

SKILLS?   
 

 

 

1. Reading-Decoding Strand       YES NO UNSURE 

 

Student decodes grade level words without fluency or 

accuracy 

  

Re-reading needed to  improve passage accuracy  

Reasonably fluent  with short words but not with multi-

syllabic  

Student often inserts words that violate meaning and/or 

guesses at words 

 

 

 

Student frequently must “sound out” words.  Student 

misapplies decoding rules.   

  

Student frequently makes errors that violate the meaning 

of the passage/text (including the little words such as, 

and, or, if…) 

  

 

 

Student fails to demonstrate comprehension but passes 

tests of decoding and prior knowledge.   

2. Vocabulary Strand 
 
 

YES NO UNSURE 
 

Student defines words only in isolation or provides their 

most common definition while passage reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

Student misses context-dependent vocabulary questions.    

 

 

Errors on maze or cloze exercises excessive (cloze > 

20% errors; maze errors > 10%) and often syntactically 

correct but semantically incorrect.   

  

Comprehension increases and errors decrease 

dramatically when key words are introduced prior to 

reading. 

 

 

 

Student makes many non-meaningful substitutions of   
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words or words that violate the meaning of the 

text/passage.   

Student confuses the meanings of referents contained in 

sentences.  When retelling events in a story, student 

reports them in the incorrect tense.  

 

 

 

 

 

 3. Prior knowledgeStrand 
 

YES NO     UNSURE 

 

Students performance on comprehension exercises 

varies considerably when key prior knowledge 

information is activated or vocabulary is introduced 

before work. 

General  

Student omits unstated ideas when completing 

comprehension activities and/or discussing the passage.   

General 

 

 

 

Student misuses vocabulary specific to common 

academic processes and activities. 

Academic  

Performance on comprehension activities varies 

considerably when key concepts, procedures and ideas 

are previewed prior to reading. 

Academic  

During comprehension exercises, student uses only 

concrete information provided in the passage. 

Academic  

Student provides incorrect definitions for words with 

academic dependent meanings.  

Academic  

Performance on comprehension activities varies 

considerably by topic. 

Topical  

Vocabulary usage varies considerably by topic Topical  

Performance on class activities involving knowledge of 

a specific topic varies considerably 

Topical  

Student makes excessive syntactic errors when 

completing comprehension exercises.   

Syntax  

 

Errors on maze or cloze exercises excessive (cloze errors 

> 60%; maze errors > 40%) and often semantically 

correct but syntactically incorrect. 

Syntax  

Primary language is other than that of the text   Syntax  
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Oral language contains excessive syntax errors which 

violate the standard of adult speech 

Syntax  

 

 

Student is unaware of and continues reading, when she 

makes errors that violate the meaning of the text.  

Student employs no strategies for monitoring meaning of 

reading. 

4. Strategy Strand 
 
General 

 

 

  YES NO      UNSURE 
            

Student does not ask questions about material being 

read. 

General 

 

 

Student makes random  or unrelated predictions without 

reflecting on what has happened previously and ignoring 

other cues (i.e. story structures, etc.).  

General 

 

 

Student makes random or unrelated guesses to answer 

questions posed about readings.  

General 

 

 

  

Student reads texts/passages as quickly as possible and 

for completion only.   

General 

 

 

 

Student does not identify purpose(s) (content) for 

reading(s) – i.e. entertainment vs. information.   

General 

 

 

Student lacks clarification strategies.   

e.g., 

adjusting reading rate 

identifying important details 

strategies to determine meaning 

decoding 

self-correction 

asking 

General 

 

 

Student does not recognize when and when not to 

employ designated strategies. 

Designated  

Student does not know the procedures to follow when 

employing designated strategies taught in class. 

Designated  

Student does not employ designated strategies correctly Designated  

 


