Washington State Residency — Professional Teacher Certification System

Typical Timeline and Residency Certificate Renewal Options

Year: 1
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Receive First Issue
Residency Certificate

Valid through completion

of 2 consecutive years of

successful teaching with
one employer.

Apply for Reissued
Residency Certificate

When a third year contract
has been signed and
returned to employer.

Valid for 5 years

Enroll in Professional
Certification Program

Typically can be

completed within 2 years |

Receive Professional
Certificate

Valid for 5 years

Renewable every 5 years
upon completion of 150
clock hours or 15 quarter
credits
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* If no longer employed
as a contracted teacher

Complete 15 quarter
credits

If Residency Certificate
will expire before program
completion

}
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Apply for one-time 5-
Year Renewal of
Residency Certificate

Apply for one-time 2-
Year Renewal of
Residency Certificate

Residency teachers have up to 5 years to complete a professional certification program after they have successfully completed 2 years
of employment with one school district and signed and returned a contract for a third year. This timeline can be extended by a 5-year
renewal or by a 2-year renewal as noted above.

* Must be college credits not clock hours.
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